
Strong & Affordable 
FACT SHEET: MANUFACTURED HOUSING

FMHA is a membership-funded not-for-profit organization 
dedicated to advocating on behalf of the modern, preci-
sion-built manufactured housing industry in Florida. With a 
membership of over 700 individual businesses, FMHA 
represents a $3.9 billion industry in Florida that provides 
18,700 jobs and builds 3,500 single-family homes each year. 

FMHA is committed to bringing affordable housing options 
to all Floridians through legislative advocacy and other govern-
ment channels, by educating consumers on the benefits of 
manufactured housing and by expanding manufactured 
housing options as an affordable solution to homeownership. 
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Learn more: www.StrongAndAffordable.com 

A manufactured home is constructed entirely 
in a controlled factory environment, built to 
the federal Manufactured Home Construction 
and Safety Standards, better known as the 
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) Code.

In 1976, the HUD Code established a stringent 
series of construction and safety standards 
that ensure that manufactured homes are 
superior to “mobile homes,” the term used for 
factory-built homes produced prior to the HUD 
Code. 

The manufactured homes of today are 
well-designed, innovative, efficient, and cost 
less than their site-built counterparts. The only 
time a manufactured home is “mobile” is on 
the day it is transported to the home site. 
Fewer than 5% of all manufactured homes are 
ever relocated from their original location.

Today’s Florida manufactured homes are 
permanent homes indistinguishable from their 
site-built counterparts and built with the same 
top-of-the-line components. 

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) established the Manufactured Home 
Construction and Safety Standards (MHCSS), 
commonly known as the HUD code. These federal 
standards regulate all aspects of construction, 
including design and construction strength, durability, 
transportability, fire resistance, and energy efficiency. 
Homes built prior to June 15, 1976, even with modifi-
cations, do not meet the HUD standards and cannot 
be accepted as compliant with the HUD Code. 

HUD revised and increased wind safety standards for 
manufactured homes following Hurricane Andrew in 
1992. The Florida Department of Highway Safety 
Motor Vehicles inspected 52,233 mobile and manu-
factured houses following five Florida hurricanes in 
2004 and 2005 and determined, “None of the homes 
were destroyed and, those that were damaged, 
tended to sustain only minor damage such as vinyl 
being blown off. In addition, all homes installed in 
accordance with the states’ uniform installation 
standards performed well with regard to not moving 
on their foundations.” 

The federal government established standards 
requiring all new manufactured homes meet 
minimum requirements for installation and anchor-
ing in accordance with its structural design and 
windstorm standards. 

The Insurance Institute for Business & Home Safety 
(IBHS) test found that manufactured homes 
performed better at high winds compared to tradi-
tional site-built homes
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